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The Bateman Opera Concert Company. — ^It is 
generally understood that this celebrated com- 
pany is dissolved, by the mutual consent Of the 
Manager. Tarious causes are assigned tor its 
dissolution, but we do not give them, as they may 
or may not be correct. It is possible, however, 
that the hardness of the times may have had 
something to do with it. The Bateman Concert 
Company was One of the Elephants born in 
the Fall of 1866, (other Elephants were born 
about the same time), and it has been acknowl- 
edged from time immemorial that it is very hard 
to manage an Elephant. It we had an enemy we 
would present him with an Elephant. 

It is also understood, that Mr. Lafayette F. 
Hanison, the proprietor of Irving Hall, has taken 
tiie management of the principal dissevered mem- 
bers of the original animal, and will mould them 
into a more compact and attractive physical or- 
ganization. Mr. Harrison is ati experienced 
trainer, and is so associated with the musical 
world, that it seems natural that every musical 
wonder, elephantine or otherwise, should fall Into 
his hands. We expect to see Mme. Parepa and 
Signor Bvignoli brought forward in a manner 
every way worthy of their abilities. 



Honorable Artistic Conduct. — ^Mme. Camilla 
Urso being engaged to play at the Harvard Asso- 
ciation's Concert in Boston last Friday, started 
ftom this city on Thursday morning, and only 
reached the vicinity of Boston at two p.m. on 
Friday. She endeavored to gain the Music Hall 
in time for their concert, which commenced at 
three p.m., but no carriage could be procm-ed, 
and her valiant endeavor to walk the short dis- 
tan(^nto Bostou-— abouthalf ■» mile— was foiled 
by snow drifts, and she compelled, alter freezing 
her fingers, to stop in a railroad tender's box for 
a considerable time. She could not of Course 
play as engaged, but the committee of that asso- 
ciation insisted upon her receiving the amount 
stipulated. Not to be outdone ill noble conduct, 
she informed them of her wish to play at their 
next concert— February 15th— without charge. 

Mme. Urso recovered sufllciently to play before 
some 2,500 persons, in a^concert at the Music 
Hall, on Sunday evening. 

We are gratified to learn that her engagements 
in concert are very extensive for some weeks and 
trust she will be amply recompensed for all the 
fatigue and honorable feeling she evinckl toward 
Boston concert managers< 



The New York Herald on the Eight 
TRACK.—Last week the Herald unconsciously 
stumbled on a great truth, and had the cour- 
age to utter it. In one of those peculiar edi- 
torials which the Herald only ban,getTip, the 
editor says, while alluding to the musical needs 
of the city. « It is to be hoped thatChickering, 
who makes the best piano, will build a concert 
hall worthy of the city." 

The suggestion is good, but it has been anti- 
cipated ; Chickering & Sons having long since 
decided to erect a Concert Hall, and the design 
will probably bo carried out shortly after the 
return of Mr. C. F. Chickering from Europe. 



M. and Madame Pfeiffer.— We announce the 
arrival of these distinguished artists from South 
America, with great pleasure. They have resided 
in Rio for the last two or three years, but then: 
reputation is European. As a pianist of sterling 
excellence, Mr. Pfeilfer i3\Nell known through 
France, Germany and Bussia, and as a composer 
for the piano he holds a distinguished position. 
He is also an artist with a speciality, which in a 
concert room would render him popular and at- 
tractive. He is a genuine artist, and his accom- 
plishments are of a very high order. 

Madame Pfeifler has also ah enviable European 
reputation as an operatic singer. Her voice is 
said to be of great beauts^, compass and power, 
and as an actress she is said to be highly dra- 
matic and Impulsive. The Rio papers criticise 
her operatic performances with the warmest en- 
thusiasm, and rate her at a very high standard. 

We sincerely hope that we may have an oppor- 
tunity of hearing these distinguished artists in 
public, before they return lo their home in the 
tropics. 

1 < ^ M ■ 

Grand Sunday Evening Concept.— The twen- 
ty-second Sunday Evening Concert, will take 
place at Steinway Hall, to-morrow evening, on 
which occasion the admirable Parepa will appear,, 
with our favorite tenor Brlgnoli. Mr. S. B. Mills 
and Carl Rosa will also lend the attraction of 
theur talents to the concert. Theodore Thomas' 
orchestra comes in to complete the appointments 
of a truly grand concert. We need hardly com- 
mend this affair to the attention of the public, for 
we believe that the Hall will be crowded to over- 
flowing without any help from the press. 
— 1 < » I ( ■ 

French Lecture by Dr. Hector Carlos. — 
This distinguished French teacher will give a 
Free Lecture at Steinway Hall, on Saturday after- 
noon, at 3 o'clock. Dr. Caflos will give a brief 
sketch of the history of the French language, and 
will explain his admirable system of instruction, 
by which the power to converse fluently in that 
tongue can be acquired in the brief space of three 
months. It is an occasion of great interest, and 
should attract ail who are desbous of acquiring 
a practical knowledge of the polite languaga of 

the world. 

1 1 • < « 

N. T. Philharmonic SociETY.^The last re- 
hearsal for the third concert ot the N. Y, Philhar- 
monic Society, takes plaCe to-day, at Steinway 
Hall, at 10 o'clock, a.m. 

The third concert takes place this evening, 
when the following programme will be performed. 
Symphony by Volknian; Overture, "Flngal's 
Ca ve, " Mendelssohn ; " Les deux Journees, " by 
Cherublni. Mr. William Mason, pianist, and 
Mr. Wenzel Kopta, violin, are the soloists of the 
concert. Mr. Carl Bergmann will conduct. 
» I ^ > < 

M. Hartz' Wonderful Head.— We should 
rather have said Mr. Hartz' two wonderful heads 
—his own, and the one he causes to float in the 
air, unattached to body or legs. It must be a 
wonderful head to conceive that head! and all 
who see it acknowledge it to be the greatest tfeat 
ever accomplished by any proJessor of the Art of 
Magic. It is exhibited every night and at 
the matinee on Saturday afternoons, and still 
remains a novelty and a mystery. 



MUSICAL GOSSIP. 



The Saturday Concerts and other entertain' 
ments at Sydenham Palace, near London, go on 
as usual, damasce by fire having been restricted 
to points north of the so-called, "Tropical" 
screen, and the World congratulates all lovers 
of music that no cessation of tli.e adlnirable Sat' 
lirday Concerts will therefore be required. 

Ardlti's Promenade Concerts, at Mapleson'a 
Opera House, commenced on Saturday evening, 
January 12th, when a new quadrille arranged 
by him from " "William Tell," a new,polka, and 
" Souvenir d' une nuit d' ete a Madrid," written 
by Glinka, will be performed with other selec- 
tions under Ardlti's direction. He announces 
them for Tuesday, Tliursdayand, Saturday of 
each week, the programmes for Tuesday fllid 
Saturday to be miscellaneous, and for Thursday 
entirely classical 

Mme. Dolby gave at her second ballad con- 
cert at St. James' Hall, a new song written by 
Miss Philip, entitled " When all the World is 
Young," (Cnother new one by Herr Blumenthal 
entitled " Clear and Cool," and still another by 
C. H. Luders, called " The Alpine Mother." 

Bottesini is represented as victorious at 
I'Athenee by his performance in a concert there 
upon his three stringed double bass, and thus 
even fastidious Parisians were overcome. 

Adolphe Sax has published a pamphlet on 
Military Bands, to promote their efBciency and 
the sale of his instruments. 

Mapleson, Arditi, his wife, and Mile. Tietjens 
visited Paris for a week, before commencing 
their grand concert tour in England, Scotland 
and Ireland, 

Tlmt company will comprise Tietjens, Mmesi 
Baurmeister and Lablache, Tom Hohler, Sant- 
ley, with Signor Pezze as violoncello, and 
Signor Bevignani as general accompanist. Among 
other musical deeds in that campaign will be 
'• Elijah." 

Tietjens made a great sensation at C. Halle's 
10th concert in Stocl«port, with " Dove Sono," 
and " Und ob die Wolk," beside charming those 
present with a song from Gounod's " Faust" and 
Bevignani's " Non so." 

The orchestra under Halle's direction were 
complimented for admirable performance of 
Spohr's symphony in C minor, and the Andante 
with variations and Scherzo from Beethoven's 
grand septet in E fiat, directed by Halle, with- 
out score, in which latter there was rare enseiti- 
ble of strings. 

In 43 years £11,000 have been distributed 
among hospitals and infirmaries from net profits 
of the Norwich triennial festivals, making the 
average profits of 15 festivals less than £800 
each. 

There is smart discussion now in English and 
Scotch journals about Professor Oakeley's recent 
address on assuming his functions in Edinburgh 
University. 

The effect produced upon Ludwig Staub by 
Wagner's "Tristan et Isolde," is queeriy de- 
scribed in a Vienna journal. He says: "In 
order to comprehend the expressiveness of this 
music, I shut my eyes during an episode of the 
second act. There came rolling along a regi- 
ment of cavalry, crushing hundreds of helpless 
women under their horses' hoofs ; it was a terri- 
ble crying, groaning, shoutings for help, and be- 
tween this, rolled the thunders of Armstrong 
guns. When I opened my eyes again, what was 
it ? A sigh of Isolde 1 " 

Hartet's new opera — " Die Carabiniers " — had 
little success when produced at Schvvcrin. 

Dr. John Goss, organist of St. Paul's cathe- 
dral, London, was recently honored on his nataj 
day with a public dinner, over which Cipriani 
PotteF presided, and beside an exquisitely de- 
signed candelabra with a beautiful massive sil- 
ver inkstand, as testimonials of his long and 
brilliant musical career and the personal esteem 
entertained for him by tho parties who made 
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that demonstratioii. Jenny Lind contributed a 
magnificent bouquet to attest her concurrence, 
Mr. Potter made him a most complimentary 
speech, choristers sang glees and the whole affair 
proved not only honorable to him but successful 
in all respects. Dr. Goss' two- glees there per- 
formed .were "greatly admired by that diniip.r 
party, and he allowed high credit for their com- 
position. 

Mme. Rudersdorff is censured by the World's 
correspondent at Cologne for singing at the sec- 
ond Qurzenich concert Bach's " Confusa abandon- 
ata," which requires breath and voice of bygone 
days for her, and the evident struggle between 
her intentions and pliysical impossibility pro- 
duced a very sad and glacial silence when she 
ended it. He also deemed it a great mistake on 
lier part to attempt the Lonely nnale after Tiet- 
jens, in that city. Beside lacking youth, she, 
although really a good artistic singer, never 
competed, even in her best days, with the sponta- 
neity, flexibility, volume, equality and compass 
of Theresa Tietjens voice. He concedes Ru- 
dersdoff 's excellence in two Haydn's canonzette. 
Mme. Johnson-Graever, who is styled by him 
a pianist of some repute, played tliere with suf- 
ficient skill and success, two movements of Hum- 
mel 's B minor concerto. 

A fantasia for 'cello executed and composed 
by Alex. Schmit, professor at Cologne's musical 
conservatoire, met with decided success in that 
concert, being played magnificently. 

Tausch's overture, a well scored but indiffer- 
ent composition, and Schumann's D minor sym- 
phony were capitally rendered- by Hiller's valiant 
orchestra, he says, 

The grand extra performance by Vienna's 
association for male voices drew a brilliant 
crowd to Soppein-Saal, and the affair went off 
with great eclat. 

Haslinger's cantata — " Die Qlocke " — had a 
second trial in Vienna by the Schiller Associa- 
tion, which like its first, resulted in a succ-ess d' 
tstime, only. 

The anxiously expected " Don Carlos," post- 
poned his appearance in L'Academie from inid- 
January to near its close, Verdi making changes 
in the score. 

" L'Africaine's " first appearance in Bordeaux 
excited prolonged enthusiasm and interested all 
present, even to its close, at 2 A. M. That opera 
Was mounted in most splendid stylo, and its 
principals — Massy, Martin, Coulon, and Mme. 
Audibert were applauded vastly. 

Lyons will, if possible, surpass Bordeaux in 
magnificence of mise en scene for that opera, and 
expects with Mile. Meillet as Selika to make a 
grand representation of -Meyerbeer's intensely 
popular work. 

"Faust," done with choice Italian, .pleased 
Madrid, and Borghi-Mamo as Marguerita gained 
ft new triumph. 

"Crispino" drew so powerfully at Brussels 
that Mile. Miramon was re-engaged to give more 
representations of Annetta, in which role she 
had attained great success. 

The general assembly of the Fine Arts circle 
of Paris, elected for their musical committee, F. 
David, Max-Mayer, Jacoby, Villaret, de Beriot, 
Anthiaume and Dubois. 

Erminia Frezzolini will soon try Berlin's dis- 
position by performance in opera. That is a hard 
public to placate. 

Turin inaugurated her carnival opera season 
with " Gli Ugouotti" successfully, the principal 
roles being taken by Mmes. Fricci, Mongini and 
Mariui, and Messrs. Steger, Brignole and Bre- 
moud. Many recalls were given to Fricci and 
Steger for excellent performance. 

At Trieste very moderate success awaited 
" La- Cenerentola," the audience being disaffected 
■with the direction for some good reason, but 
Vercolini and Montanaro succeeded in evoking 
some applause. Fiorretti was quite successful 
there in a liallet, and recalled continually by an 
excited public 



At Milan's opera par excellence, " Don Sebas- 
tian," when recently produced, made a fiasco, 
and in Naples a like fate awaited Mercad'aute's 
'• La Vestale." 

Carozzi-Zucchi is reported to have been com- 
pletely successful on her d^ut-aX Madrid's opera 
in "Poliuto," and Fraschini was magnificent 
throughout. Both he and Zucchi wero often 
recalled. Spain's despotic Queen "assisted" 
that performance. 

Russia's grand Emperor has decreed that 
Italian Opera in St. Petersburg is too expensive 
and cannot be maintained this season, much to 
regret of artists who have been paid enormous 
salaries, to recompense the risks they run there 
of losing eithel" voice or life. 

Tietjens after closing her operatic perform- 
ances at Hamburg ■with " Norma," gave 3,000 
francs to needy employees in that opera house. 
She had among oUier parting gifts from ad- 
mirers there, a diamond setting of 'their adieux 
to a great lyric artist. 

■Marie Qirod, from Milan, obtained favor "with 
BerUn's public in Taglioni's ballet — " Ellinor" — 
and the management received honor for enga- 
ging so good a danseuse. 

A new serenade by P. Ricci ■was pdt into the 
performance of "Crispino," at Brussels, and 
there considered a pleasing addition to its score. 
Jourdan got that chance to make the tenor part 
more important, and Jamet gained favor as 
comic basso. 

Some accounts from La Scala make the first 
performance of the carnival season there — " Don 
Sebastian" — a sorry affair. Even the ballet 
failed to satisfy those present or to stop the his- 
sing and \incouth noises so freely exploited. 

Venetians, for once, allowed their opera man- 
ager to breathe freely, as on St. Etienne night 
"I Puritani " went off unmolested by turbulent 
spirits, and Tiberni, with his wife, absolutely 
pleased that implacable operatic public. 

La Pergola — Florence — ^liad an enjoyable per- 
formance of " Fra Diavolo," with Mile. Reboux, 
Vidal and Corsi as principals. 

Lotti della Santa, having recovered her voice, 
reappeared at Madrid's opera in " I Vespri Sici- 
liune," and saved from despair her many fanatic 
admirers. ' 

L'Athenee, Paris, on January 7th modified its 
charges for admission to concerts, ascertaining, 
no doubt, the impossibility of filling the seats 
at old rates. From that date they charged for 
concerts two francs admission, up to six francs 
for the best places, and for conferences from one 
to two francs. 

Adelina Patti reigns supreme now at Les 
Italiens, but soma critics aver that occasional 
change would be preferable even to her " Linda," 
and other like fascinating evidences of her re- 
markable talent. 

Bagier has found out by sad experience that 
no other prima donna will draw sufficient 
money into his opera house to' defray his groat 
expenditure, and so disregards the. hints given 
him about engaging for Voriety sake. 

Strauss passed over to Baron Taylor 1,841 
francs to benefit the Musicians' Society, gained 
from his masked balls, and M. de la Vallette 
gave 3,000 francs to benefit the Dramatic Ar- 
tists' Association. 

The Musical Society of London offers this 
scheme for their season, commencing March 20, 
and ending June 12 :— Four grand orchestral 
concerts, lectures with illustrations by Professor 
Pole, F. R. S. Mus. Bac.Oxon,andDr.Reinbault, 
F. S. A. two trials of new chamber music, and 
twenty meetings for choral practice. Alfred 
Mellon will conduct the orchestra, Jules Bene- 
dict and J. F. Duggan the choral class, Their 
annual subscription is one guinea, and reserved 
seats for concerts half a guinea extra. That so- 
ciety ranks high in London. 

In a meeting of the general committee who 
manage the coming Birmingham Festival, it was 
officially stated that since those festivals com- 



menced, 29 had. been given, in which £216,494 
were received, and £84,579 paid to General Hos- 
pital from their net profits. 

The orchestra for Ardiii's promenade concerts 
formed a grand ensemble from uniting the best 
musicians from both Italian Opera Houses, and 
that enterprise is supervised by a committee 
frpm the Royal Opera. A new pianist — Madams 
Schiller appears there. 

Liverpool did not fancy either Strauss' violin 
tone or Santley's flimsy songs when heard at 
Chappell's popular concert there. 

The London World's correspondent avers that 
Mapleson has secured a site formerly occupied 
by Miss Lenwood's gallery for his new opera 
house, made arrangements for constructing a 
noble edifice upon it, to cost £100,000 or more, 
and Salomon's of Manchester, will be its archi- 
tect, experience liaving proved his competency, 

Miss Sophie Winterbottom, daughter of the 
celebrated bassoon player, has after two years 
study in Milan, secured an engagement at Ber- 
lin's Royal Opera, as soprano leggere. 

Various plans are proposed in London journals 
to raise funds sufficient to rebuild the burned 
wing of the Sydenham Crystal Palace ; in all its 
pristine magnificence. For that Work £150,000 
are required, say the directors.' 

Benedict's " St. Cecilia," which had great fa- 
vor at the Norwich festival, is to begiven.by the 
Sacred Harmonic Society, at Exeter Hall, in May, 

Rossini is officially reported as recommencing 
his pleasant musical soirees, having regained his 
old aplomb. 

Joachim reappeared at I'Atlienee concerts on 
January 7th, 9lh and 11th, as experience proved 
that he drew wonderfully. 

In a concert given at Paris in the Grand Ori» 
ent saloon, a new basso engaged for L'Academie, 
Mile. Mandit, the female tenor, Mela H. Kowal» 
ski, a pianist. White, a violinist, and Muller, a 
'celloist, all took part, beside the Liederkrana 
Society. Such a programme should have in 
sured a full hoxise. 

In la Madeline, Paris, on St. Noel day and its 
eve, they had great musicalperformancej under 
St. Saen's direction. Selections from his orato- 
torio — "Noel" — were given, a mass by Cheru' 
bini, in which. Faure gained immense credit, and 
other eminent artists were highly estimated by 
the six thousand who " assisted " in hearing. 

Mile. Nilsson is represented as charming all 
Nantes by her vocalization, and Marie Cabel re- 
asserted in a Paris concert her oft claimed su' 
premacy in execution of florid music. 

Bottesini has been engaged to increase the 
attractions of I'Athenee concert saloon with his 
tliree stringed contra basso. 

Le Conservatoire's orchestra is represented to 
play with even greater attainment of perfection 
than ever, since they commenced this season, 
and critics praise them marvellously. 

The chamber music concerts of Strasbourg, 
given in the theatre saloon, are reported as very 
excellent. 

The opera house at Marseilles is foimd insuf- 
ficient toaccommodate "L'Africaine's" votaries, 
even after twelve performances were given. 

A tew years since the manager of one of out 
theatres required an ass for a JWry. piece. The 
animal performed his part with brilliant success- 
for a lortnight. Tlie thirteenth night the milkman 
who furnished him failed to bring him. Messen* 
gers were sent, he reihsed to come. At last the 
manager and the authors of the piece went to the 
milkman to press him to bring the ass to the the* 
atre. "No, gentlemen," replied the milkman, 
"I'm not going to let my jackass go. on the stage 
again. I diil not let father and mother know I 
had introduced our jackass to public Ute; but 
Lord a' mercy, if everybody in Paris ain't talking 
about our jackass, and all my kinsfolk, even my 
father-in-law and mother-in-law, are reproaching 
me for what I have done; because, gentlemen,! 
belong to a respectable iiamily, and ■we have nev* 
er before had Urtisies in our family^" 



